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Calling Sinners  

I ran across this gracious story originally 
published in Luther Seminaryõs (our 
ELCA Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota) 
newsletter and passed on by Martin 
Marty in his newsletter, Context . I 
thought it worth passing on to you.  

A little more than 25 years ago, a 
youth walking by the old log Mus-
kego Chapel on the seminary campus 
peeped in its window and noticed a 
beautiful chalice sitting on the altar. 
He broke into the chapel and stole it. 
Naturally, the young boy didnõt know 
that this chalice had been a gift to 
Luther Seminary in 1936 from Nor-
wayõs King Olaf. 

In October 2006, the pastor at a 
nearby church called the seminary 
president asking for a meeting to dis-
cuss ôan interesting matter.õ The boy 
who had stolen the chalice, now a 
grown man, had visited his congre-
gation. He was dying of cancer and 
had one request: He wanted to return 
the stolen chalice to the seminary. He 
had kept the pewter chalice in per-
fect condition. It had sat on his man-
tel for 25 years. Finally, its presence 
had become a source of discomfort 

and unease. Before the man died he 
wanted it returned to its rightful 
owner and place.  

Luther Seminary president Rick Bli-
ese received the gift of ôthe prodigal 
chaliceõ with surprise and delight. 
Letters were written to this dying 
man expressing appreciation, as well 
as forgiveness for his earlier mis-
deed. The lost had been found; now 
the blind were gaining their sight. 
The man received the letters with 
gratitude and died soon afterward.  

Now this chalice has become doubly 
special because it was returned after 
serving the purpose for which it was 
really intended: Calling sinners to 
repentance and forgiveness.  

Sacramental moments come wrapped in 
strange packages called repentance. As 
we are drawn together each Sunday, the 
bread and wine keep calling sinners alert 
and longing for Godõs presence and love 
to Jesusõ tableñwhere that presence and 
love is assured. Iõll meet you there. 

8:30AM Summer SCS 

9:30AM Holy Communion 

The summer schedule continues 
through Labor Day weekend. 
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Friendship Circle  
by Marie Daniels  

The Friendship Circle picnic will be Thursday, 
August 12, at 1:00 PM at Hometown Restau-
rant. A picnic fare will be served with the Cir-
cle providing cake for dessert. Both women 
and men are invited. The cost is $10.00 and 
the reservation deadline is Monday, August 2. 

Please call Nancy Eckert at 
838-1474 or Marie Daniels 
at 838-2809 for reserva-
tions. We hope you can 
join us for good food and 
fellowship.  Palm Parable 

is published monthly by  
Palm Lutheran Church  

The deadline for article submission is the 15th 
of the previous month. Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content and space.  

Brass Group to Perform 
by Steve Inners 

To help kick off our new choir season, we are 
fortunate to be able to have the brass quintet 
òFunfó providing special music during the wor-
ship service on Sunday, August 29. This very 
talented group of young performers began their 
performing career at James Madison Univer-
sity. After graduation, four of the five players 
returned to this area and added a new player 
graduating from Lebanon Valley. Jeremy Wal-
mer, first trumpet and a member of Palm, has 
been instrumental in bringing this exciting 
group to add to our worship.  

Please join us as we enjoy their outstanding 
playing and begin organizing for another fan-
tastic choir season!  

HELP WANTED 

The Sewing/Blanket Group is in need of volun-
teers to help prepare blankets for overseas.  

Time: Every second Tuesday from 9 - 11 
am 

Place: In the Sunday School basement  
Duties: Thread a needle and tie a knot, or 

put straight pins into fabric. No ac-
tual sewing is required.  

Perk: Go out for lunch afterward if you are 
available.  

Many people have donated fabric for this pro-
ject, but we have more fabric than help at this 
time. Please consider this chance to participate 
in a service for people less fortunate than we, 
such as refugees, storm victims, and the poor in 
third -world countries. These blankets may be 
used for bed covers, floor covers, room dividers, 
or whatever the recipient needs.  

Please call Esther Edwards at 838 -3471 or just 
show up if you can spare two 

hours each month.  

NOTE: There will not be a meet-
ing in August. See you on the 
second Tuesday in September.  

Choir Registration  

Registration for all of Palmõs choirs will be 
held before and after the worship service on 
August 29 and September 5. The rehearsal 

schedule and description of each choir will be 
in the bulletin on each of those Sundays.  

New faces are always welcome in all of our 
music groups. If you have any questions prior 

to registration, please see Steve Inners or  
call him at 578 -6048. 
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by Louise Costello  

Noon Meal ð The Social Minis-
try committee would like to 
thank the following people for 
assisting with the Noon Meal 
on June 24th: Dave Thomas, 
Dick Kotzatoski, Bernie LaPine, 
Dolly Donnald, Mae Rader, 
Maryann Hass, and Sue Nale. 
The next Noon Meal is August 
26th at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church on Lehman Street in 
Lebanon.  

Lutheran World Relief Ingath-
ering  ð We are collecting for 
health kits from July until mid -
September for Lutheran World 
Reliefõs Ingathering which will 
be October 2 & 3. The items to 
be collected are at the side of 
this article for you to cut out 
and take with you when you 
are shopping. Thank you!  

Ä Bath-size 
bars (4-5 oz.) 
of soap in 
original 
wrapping  

Ä Adult -size 
toothbrushes 
in original 
wrapping  

Ä Combs, must 
be wide -
toothed  

Ä Metal nail file 
or nail clip-
pers with file 
attached  

Ä Band-aids, 
preferably  
ĳó ð Ĵó (in 
rubber band)  

 

by Craig Meyer  

Itõs still not too late to join the exciting excur-
sions each Tuesday this summer:  

Karl Koch will be on hand with his canoe at Me-
morial Lake in Indiantown Gap on August 3. 
Ride his hand crafted canoe for free or rent a 
paddle boat. On August 10 we ride 
the rapids and riffles on the Lehigh 
River in a rubber raft. (You must 
have previously registered for this 
trip.) And the summer trippinõ con-
cludes with a tour of the Union Fire 
Company No. 1 in Carlisle. The historical mu-
seum is in part of its old station that was built in 
1888. The museum encompasses two floors with 
artifacts dating back to its organization in 1789.  

For most events we will meet at the Church at 
10:00 am. Bring a bag lunch, or in some in-
stances there will be concessions to purchase 
food. Pick up a Trippinõ Tuesdays brochure in the 
church office or on the bulletin board for details. 
In case of rain we will head to the movies, bowl-
ing alley, or ice cream parlor. Members of Palm, 
their friends and family, are invited to join us 
each week for a great time!  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  

Very Good News!  

WE DID IT!   

At the worship service on Sunday, June 21, 2010, Harry Fox reported that we met the challenge 
and reached the $930,000 target for a matching gift of $70,000 to reach our new goal of 
$1,000,000 for the campaign. Thanks to all for meeting and actually surpassing our goal.   

As of July 18, 2010, we have a faith commitment total of $1,004,126. With continuing campaign 
activities and future opportunities to support the Building into Christõs Future campaign in the 
planning stages, this number is sure to grow.  

You may be wondering where we stand with initial contributions to this campaign. To date, 
Palm has received a total of $110,238. An excellent start! Through various means, we will keep 
you up to date on where we stand.  

Thank you for your continuing commitment to the Building into Christõs Future campaign.  

The Capital Campaign Steering Committee  
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July is over and August has 
been ushered in! Already the 
stores are gearing up for Sep-
temberõs back-to-school rush! 
And it seems ð for the most 
part, anyway ð that our temps 
have settled back into our more 

usual late summer weather ð high heat in the days 
with thunderstorms at night!  

July was a good month ð a 
few of us represented Palm 
at Palmyraõs 250th Anniver-
sary celebration by doing 
some line dancing and one 
of our members performed 
with a polka club. What fun 
that was! Always nice to 
participate with others in 
our community events!  

The Health Ministry hosted 
its annual 4 th of July Fel-
lowship on the Lawn and 
we managed NOT to make 
òsoupó out of the ice cream 
this year! Guess weõve fi-
nally figured out how to soften it without melting 
it!  

Next month the Health Ministry will once again 
bring Line Dancing and PEP exercise to you to 
help keep you healthy and òin shapeó as the Walk 
With God program winds down and we celebrate 
with an end -of-season fellowship with First EC on 
September 19th @ 12:30. Youõre all invited ð 
whether you participated or not ð come have some 
fun and good food. And watch for further informa-
tion on the Line Dancing and PEP classes!  

Once again, the Health Ministry is in need of vol-
unteers to step forward to be òat the readyó when 
one of our parishioners may be in need of help. 
With the aid of caring volunteers we were recently 
able to provide 4 -times -a-day eye drops to one of 
our homebound folks after she had eye surgery. I 
am including a Gifts From the Heart  survey with 
this parable and am asking that you prayerfully 
consider signing up to be a part of our ministry. 
When you have filled out the survey, please drop it 
off at the office, place it in my mail box, or call me 
and Iõll gladly pick it up. Thank you ð in advance ð 
for your help!  

Well, with August here and September right 
around the corner it brings to mind the fact that in 
a few short weeks, students will don helmets and 
protective gear as they begin football practice. It 

Traumatic Brain Injury  
                             by Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 

becomes the responsibility of parents, coaches, 
athletic directors and trainers to see that all safety 
equipment functions, fits properly, and is worn 
consistently. Because football is a contact sport, all 
those involved need to be aware of rising concern 
regarding traumatic brain injury (TBI).  

TBI is an injury to the brain when the head sud-
denly or violently hits an object, bouncing the frag-
ile brain from one side of the skull to the other. 
Similar injuries are seen in children who have been 
violently shaken (Shaken Baby Syndrome) and in 
troops involved in combat explosions, or in vehicu-
lar accidents. Damage doesnõt necessarily occur at 
the time of impact, but in the hours and days fol-
lowing the injury, as the injured brain bleeds or 
swells. Repeated head trauma, particularly during 
the healing phase, can slow recovery and even 
lead to permanent damage.  

Below are signs for coaches and parents to watch 
for after an athlete suffers a blow to the head dur-
ing practice or play. The individual may:  

lose consciousness ð even briefly  

appear dazed or stunned  

be confused about assignment or position  

forget instructions  

move clumsily or answer questions slowly  

undergo mood, behavior, or personality 
change or seem agitated  

have poor recall of events prior to or after the 
injury  

report a feeling of pressure or headache  

begin experiencing nausea or vomiting  

complain of blurred or double vision, or is sen-
sitive to light and noise  

When injury occurs, remove the athlete from play 
for the remainder of the game, and get him/her 
evaluated by a healthcare professional experi-
enced in diagnosing and treating concussion. Be 
sure to report any additional blows to the head 
that occurred prior to, or after, the injury. The 
healthcare professional should be responsible for 
determining when/if it is okay for 
the athlete to resume playing. Use 
this time to re -educate fellow ath-
letes regarding safe play tech-
niques, injury and its prevention. 
Football is truly a team sport and 
all involved need to bear responsi-
bility for insuring the game is 
played safely!  
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