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Donõt Wait 

How easy it is for us to think that the 
really meaningful parts of our lives 
are the high points, the special occa-
sions, and the memorable moments 
ñ that special trip, that long 
awaited and well deserved vacation 
and rest. For those who see life that 
way, the time in between such mo-
ments can be boring and dreadful. 
We often spend a lot of our time 
waiting for the good stuff to happen.  
 
We do well not to succumb to a life 
which counts the ordinary days and 
repetitive actions of living as merely 
that which fills in the spaces be-
tween more exciting times. The con-
centration one spends anticipating 
the big deals and the highlights of 
oneõs life may, in fact, amount to 
wishing oneõs life away. The truth 
about our existence is that life is 
lived in the valleys, not on the moun-
taintops. For the lives of most people 
in the world, the mountain is far 
away.  

In this season of Pentecost, it is im-
portant for us to consider that Godõs 
great work in the world is done with-
out a lot of flash and glitter, but in 
the time in between, in the ordinary 
ways of people, in the midst of lifeõs 
boring and dreadful moments. At 
such times sins are forgiven and rec-
onciliation effected. Remember, res-
urrection came forth from Jesusõ cru-
cifixion, not his vacation.  
 
So your mission, baptized ones, is 
not to wait for something better to 
happen. Instead, we get to seize the 
ordinary, rejoice in the normal, en-
gage the daily grind and fill them all 
with the good news youõve heard. 
Donõt wait ñ jump head first into the 
ordinary things and regular places. 
Thatõs where God is working: in your 
daily life.  

8:30AM Summer SCS 

9:30AM Holy Communion 

The summer schedule continues 
through Labor Day weekend. 
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Friendship Circle  
by Mae Rader 

 
The Friendship Circle is 

on vacation in July. 
See you in August!.  

Palm Parable 
is published monthly by  
Palm Lutheran Church  

The deadline for article submission is the 15th 
of the previous month. Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content and space.  

Notes from the Library  
  by Ann Passenger  

òFor families and friends to share 
together, Godõs Dream is a lovely 
introduction to Archbishop Tutuõs 
unique message of forgiveness and empathy 
and a beckoning pathway to joy.ó And what 
could be a more appropriate time than during 
the World Cup that is being held in South Africa.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German clergyman of 
great distinction who actively opposed Hitler 
and the Nazis. He questioned òwhat is a moral 
person to do in a time of savage immorality?ó 
His convictions cost him his life, less than a 
month before the end of World War II. Bonhoef-
fer: Agent of Grace  is a new DVD added to the 
library collection. This 90 -minute production re-
ceived the Best Film at the Monte Carlo Televi-
sion Festival of 2000. It is worth the viewing.  

A note from the Archives: A very old picture of 
the first Lutheran Church in Palmyra was found. 
Because of the condition of the frame, it was de-
cided to reproduce the photo so that it could be 
displayed thereby protecting the original. You 
can view this photograph of the 1845 structure 
in the parlor. Our thanks need to be given to 
Mary and Ken Lehman for the reproduction and 
frame and to Bob Baker for hanging the pictures. 
Thank you.  

Palmõs Annual Church Picnic 
..Hospitality Committee  

The Church Picnic was held Sunday, June 6 th, 
at Camp Pine Woods. There were approxi-
mately 70 people who joined this event of good 
food and great fellowship. God blessed us with 
a beautiful day (at least long enough to get the 
activities done!). Steveõs hymn sing was a suc-
cess ð next year why donõt we just sing all the 
hymns, since we all enjoy singing them! Guess-
ing jars were displayed and distributed to the 
winners. The annual cake/candy walk was held 
with many happy winners. A note to all ð for 
the first time, including many church events, 
Ben Miller did not win anything ð sorry Ben! A 
special guest òAbbyó brightened many faces ð 
thanks Evvie for sharing your new addition 
with us.  

A big thank you to all who donated 
food, time, and talent. For those 
of you who couldnõt attend ð 
keep in mind that the picnic 

is held the first Sunday of 
June. We hope to see you 

next year!  

by Craig Meyer  
 
Join us each Sunday this summer as we dis-
cuss plants from the gardens in Biblical times. 
From the Garden classes meet at 8:30 am in 
the Social Hall. Each week this intergenera-
tional gathering will discuss the setting, us-
age and significance of various fruits, spices, 
grains, flowers, and trees found in the Bible. 
We will not only consider the lilies of the field, 
weõll be tasting  some of our topics! So join us 
each Sunday morning this summer. All ages 
welcome!  
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THE CARING CUPBOARD 

The Caring Cupboard is in need of volunteers to 
assist Judy Jurell during the hours The Caring Cup-
board is open. The shifts are:  Mondays 2PM ð 6PM, 
Wednesdays 10 AM ð 1 PM and 5:30 ð 7:30, and Fri-
days 11:30 AM ð 2:30 PM. Phone skills are a must, 
computer skills a plus. Other duties include light 
secretarial duties and assisting clients fill out appli-
cations for assistance. Interested individuals may 
contact Judy at jmjurell@aol.com or call The Caring 
Cupboard at 838-9493 and leave a message. They 
will ask you to sign a confidentiality agreement.  

Community Needs fund has been hit hard in the past 
few weeks and could use a special shot in the arm.  

Needs for the Summer Lunch program are:  

1.Peanut butter  
2.Jelly  
3.Tuna fish 
4.Juice boxes 
5.Fish sticks  
6.Chicken nuggets  
7.Pizza slices 
8.Meatballs  
9.Hot dogs  
10.Lunchmeat  
11.Canned Pasta 
12.Canned Chicken 
13.Fresh or canned fruit  
14.Fresh veggies 

 

 

 

by Louise Costello  

Noon Meal ð The next noon meals are sched-
uled for Thursday, June 24 th, and Thursday, 
August 26 th.  Both are at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lebanon.  Volunteers are welcome!  

Lutheran World Relief In-
gathering  ð We will be 
collecting for health kits 
from July until mid Sep-
tember for Lutheran World 
Reliefõs Ingathering which 
is October 2 & 3. The 
items to be collected are 
at the side of this article 
for you to cut out and take 
with you when you are 
out shopping.   

Caring Cupboard ð Thank 
you to everyone who do-
nated peanut butter, 
grape jelly, and canned 
pasta for our collection in 
May!!! 

Ä Bath-size bars 
(4-5 oz.) of 
soap in original 
wrapping  

Ä Adult -size 
toothbrushes 
in original 
wrapping  

Ä Combs, must 
be wide -
toothed  

Ä Metal nail file 
or nail clippers 
with file at-
tached 

Ä Band-aids, 
preferably ĳó ð 
Ĵó (in rubber 
band) 

 

by Craig Meyer  

Many exciting excursions are still in store this year each Tuesday this summer:  

Shoot for a hole in one at Yogeyõs miniature golf on the 6th of July. Some ice cream will also taste sooo 
good! Unique in its location on the outskirts of Harrisburg, the Wildwood Park sanctuary is a haven for 
countless species of flora and fauna natural to our area, some endangered. Enjoy the rambling trails 
around the lake that abounds with wildlife in a truly natural setting. Weõll visit this nature center and park 
on July 13. Weõll become spelunkers on July 20 when we explore the Crystal Caves near Kutztown. You 
can also pan for gems in the water sluice. One of America's earliest religious communities, the Ephrata 
Cloister was founded in 1732 by German settlers seeking spiritual goals rather than earthly rewards. On 
July 27 we will visit this preserved community. Karl Koch will be on hand with his canoe at 
Memorial Lake in Indiantown Gap on August 3. Ride his hand crafted canoe for free or rent a 
paddle boat. On August 10 we ride the rapids and riffles on the Lehigh River in a rubber raft. 
Donõt miss this event, it is always a fun and exciting trip if youõre 5 or 75! Reservations with 
payment in full are due by July 18. And the summer trippinõ concludes with a tour of the Union 
Fire Company No. 1 in Carlisle. The historical museum is in part of its old station that was built in 
1888. The museum encompasses two floors with artifacts dating back to its organization in 1789.  

For most events we will meet at the Church at 10:00 am. Bring a bag lunch, or in some instances there will 
be concessions to purchase food. Pick up a Trippinõ Tuesdays brochure in the church office or on the bulle-
tin board for details.  In case of rain we will head to the movies, bowling alley, or ice cream parlor. Mem-
bers of Palm, their friends and family, are invited to join us each week for a great time!  
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Good news é more good newsé and MORE good news! 

 

First the good news : As you have heard by now, the phenomenal response to the Building into 
Christõs Future capital campaign far exceeded the $750,000 goal with faith commitments of 

$861,000 reported at the Celebration Dinner on Sunday, May 16 th. 

More good news : Also reported at that dinner, and in the June Parable, one very generous member/

family at Palm has offered a matching gift challenge. The difference between the commitment 

made, $861,000, and $1,000,000, the amount needed to secure financing for the entire building pro-

ject, is nearly $140,000. The VERY generous member/family has agreed to commit to half that differ-

ence, $70,000, IF the members of Palm commit to the other half. In other words, when the congrega-

tionõs commitment reaches $930,000 the remaining balance of $70,000 needed to reach our goal will 

be met by the anonymous member.  

And MORE good news : As of Sunday, June 14, 2010 the total of new and/or increased commitments 

from members rising to the challenge has taken us to $922,000! We are only $8,000 short of the 

amount needed to secure the matching donation and reach $1,000,000 that would enable us to se-

cure the financing for the entire building project right at the start.  

If the building project was done in two phases, Phase I would include space for classrooms and 

special purpose rooms, an extended narthex, a kitchen and the parish office; Phase II would include 

the new fellowship hall for major congregational events. The entire facility will be constructed on 

one level for easy access by all. Only $8,000 in new or increased faith commitments with the match-

ing gift of $70,000 will enable us to have sufficient resources to obtain financing to complete the en-

tire building project.  

Clearly, you have demonstrated your commitment to òBuilding into Christõs Future.ó We will have a 

facility that will allow everyone to participate in all forms of spiritual enrichment and outreach. 

Please prayerfully consider your role in the challenge to reach our goal of $1,000.000. If you havenõt 

already made a faith commitment but would like to, or you have made a faith commitment and 

would like to increase it, all that would be needed is a simple written note indicating the amount 

you wish to commit. Your note should be submitted to the Records Committee Co -Chairpersons, Mi-

chael Verderame and Missy Hand. If your note is placed in a sealed envelope and addressed to the 

Records Committee, it can be received via mail or at the church office.  

Thank you for your continuing commitment to òBuilding into Christõs Future,ó 

The Capital Campaign Steering Committee  
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July is here and the weather 
has been glorious! I love this 
time of year!  

June was a good monthéthe 
PEP exercise group concluded 
for the season and the Walk 
With God program launched 

with 82 participants initially signing up! Not quite 
as many as last year but thatõs okéthereõs still time 
to sign up ð just pick up a participant packet from 
the table under the bulletin board, add your name to 
the list, and youõll be off and òwalking!ó And there 
are other, health ways to earn òmiles, so donõt be 
afraid to sign up! Itõs easy and good for you! 

Lately it seems Iõm having more and more òsenior 
momentsó and ð when I describe them to others ð 
I get responses like òme too!ó or òI know JUST 
what you mean, Iõm doing the same thing!ó so I 
thought I should shed some light on òsenior mo-
mentsó versus òdementiaó so we donõt all run 
scared to our physicians.  

Many people worry about so -called òsenior mo-
mentsó ð brief lapses in memory, such as forget-
ting a name or not remembering the date of an ap-
pointment. These types of deficits are often part of 
the NORMAL aging process. And you need to un-
derstand an important factédementia is a òset of 
symptoms  caused by the gradual death of brain 
cells.ó It is NOT a disease in and of itself but a 
symptom  of disease, such as Alzheimers ð the 
most common cause - and can be caused by other 
things, such as a urinary tract infection.  

Dementia or Memory Loss?  
                             by Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 

One of the challenges of living in a society where 
the population gets older every year (increasing 
life expectancy) is that it is often difficult to distin-
guish between the first phase of cognitive decline 
due to dementia and normal loss of memory due to 
age. People with age -related memory disorders 
have a tendency to learn new information more 
slowly, but are able to learn it whereas folks with 
true dementia really are unable to learn new skills.  

The loss of cognitive skills that occurs with de-
mentia leads to changes in memory, thinking, 
planning and personality. Patients are sometimes 
paranoid, because the loss of short -term memory 
makes them believe that lost or misplaced items 
have been stolen or that someone is sneaking in 
and playing tricks on them.  

The goal of treatment of progressive dementia is to 
maintain as much functioning and independence 
as possible, keeping intact the quality of life as 
long as possible for both the patient and the im-
mediate family. The patient must learn to cope 
with functional and cognitive limitations, while 
their caregivers may need to take more responsi-
bility for the day -to-day physical needs of the indi-
vidual.  

Soéis it dementia or is it just age-related memory 
loss? Should you be concerned and seek help or 
should you just relax and realize that itõs not a 
problem? Below are some comparisons to help you 
know the difference:  

Age-Related 
1) Able to take care of own daily living ac-

tivities  
2) Complains of memory loss but is able to recall 

detail regarding incidents of forgetfulness  
3) Short-term memory is good  
4) Occasional difficulty finding words  
5) Does not get lost in familiar territory  

6) Able to operate common appliances  

7) Maintains prior level of interpersonal 
skills  

Dementia 
1) Person becomes dependent on others for help 

with daily living activities  
2) Complains of memory problems only if asked 
and canõt recall memory loss issues 

3) Notable decline in short -term memory  
4) Frequent pauses & substitutions of words  
5) Gets lost in familiar territory while walking or 

driving  
6) Canõt remember how to operate common ap-

pliances  
7) Exhibits loss of interest in social activities and 

is often inappropriate in their social behaviors  

So, if youõre displaying some little lapses in memory, donõt be alarmed ð youõre just joining 
the crowd along with the other of us over -50 seniors in some age-related memory loss and 
probably NOT showing true dementia. If your family has noticed things, though, and you 
are concerned, see your physician for a proper diagnosis.  

? 
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Dear Palm Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for your gift of $204.43 re-
ceived on April 28, 2010 to ELCA Interna-
tional  Disaster Response: Haiti Earth-
quake Relief. Gifts like yours are already 
at work, efficiently and effectively, with 
our partners who have served the people 
of Haiti for years.  

Together in Christõs Service, 
The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director  
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal  
Editorõs note: This is only a portion of the letter re-
ceived. You can view this letter in its entirety on the 
kiosk. 

+++++  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
of Palm Lutheran Church,  

Just wanted to Thank You for the loving 
kindness shown with the beautiful 
shawls and prayers youõve sent to us. 
Your kindness is greatly appreciated.  
May God bless you all,  
Gerald & Erma Stump  

+++++  

Dear Members of Palm, 
A note of thanks to all of those who have 
kept me in your prayers over the last sev-
eral months. A special thanks to Pastor 
Merkel, Teresa, and the Passengers for 
their visits and encouragement during 
some very trying times. May God con-
tinue to bless this congregation for their 
goodness. 
Sincerely, 
RussKiessling 
 

�3�D�O�P�·�V���<�R�X�W�K���1�H�Z�V�� 
by Sara Robinson, Director of Youth Ministry  

Alive, Alive  synod-sponsored middle 
school (youth entering grades 6 -8) 
retreat is scheduled for September 
17-19, 2010 at Camp Nawakwa. This 
�\�H�D�U�·�V�� �U�H�W�U�H�D�W�� �L�V�� �H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���� �´�-�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W��
�)�5�(�(�� �=�R�Q�H���µ�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�U�L�S��t u r e 
from Romans 12:14- �������� �<�R�X�W�K�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�G�� �´�W�R��
be less judgmental of peers, and those with differ-
ent ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds, and 
�Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�·�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�� �O�R�Y�H�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
�W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���µ���<�R�X�W�K���P�X�V�W���E�H���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���E�\���$�X�J�X�V�W����������
If interested or more information is needed, please 
contact Sara Robinson, Director of Youth Ministry, 
at youth.director@palmlutheran.org . 
 
Purple Door 2010  �² Scheduled for August 13 & 14 
at Ski Roundtop in Lewisberry, this is the 15 th  year 
for this event. This event includes Facedown Fri-
day!, low ticket prices, 4 stages of music, huge 
skate park, Black Rock Retreat Youth Leader 
Lounge, and The Lancaster Bible College Forum.  For 
ticket and general information, go to 
www.purpledoor.com. To view the promo DVD, con-
tact Sara Robinson, Director of Youth Ministry, at 
youth.director@palmlutheran.org.  

Robert Wherley graduated 
June 9, 2010 from Annville-
Cleona High School. He is 
going to attend Trine Univer-
sity in Angola, Indiana to major 

in Chemical Engineer-
ing. 

Graduation News 


