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Where the Spirit Blows  

Jesus said: òThe wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit. Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen. . .ó  ñ John 3:8, 11a 

In the Bible, the word used for Godõs 
Holy Spirit is breath. Itõs the language of 
life ñ God breathing in his Spirit, making 
humankind out of formed earth. Itõs the 
language of the gospel ñ Christians 
breathing out the good news of Jesusõ 
cross and resurrection in word and deed.  

And so it is. Every breath we take is far 
more than just the molecules of oxygen 
and carbon dioxide going in and out. 
Each breath forms the rhythm of Godõs 
Spirit and life in our lives ñ the receiving 
and the giving; the being nourished and 
the sharing of what sustains; the need to 
take in forgiveness and peace and to give 
out reconciliation and gratitude.  

We are told that when the Holy Spirit 
roared that first Christian Pentecost, the 
mixed crowd understood in its own lan-
guages what had been breathed into Je-
susõ disciples and what was breathing 
out of Jesusõ new apostles. I think that 
same pattern is at work today. When the 
Spirit blows through humankind, people 
understand.  

Pentecost is the season of the Church, a 
time for reflection on the mission God has 

given us, a period for spiritual growth, 
and a chance to check our breathing. Just 
how sharp is your awareness of the grace 
and life already breathed into you? And 
when it comes to your part of the mission 
God has given us, just what are you 
breathing out?  

Summer is a traditional time for rest, rec-
reation, and regrouping. But itõs not a 
time to quit breathing. When it comes to 
our life with God ñ his gracious way of 
dealing with us even in our rebellions ñ 
we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen. To quit breathing is 
to stifle the Spirit of God.  

We donõt always know when the oppor-
tunities for witness or service will come, 
and we often have no idea about the out-
come of what we have breathed out for 
others. But chances will come and Godõs 
word will not return void. And our 
breathing out will form a piece of Godõs 
new creation.  

Let the Spirit of God blow through you ñ  
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Friendship Circle  
by Mae Rader 

The Friendship Circle will meet in the Parlor 
on Thursday, June 10th, at 

1:30 pm. Dr. Robert Bauer 
will give a presentation on 
òPsalm 23.ó Everyone is 
welcome.  

Palm Parable 
is published monthly by  
Palm Lutheran Church  

The deadline for article submission is the 15th 
of the previous month. Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content and space.  

Notes from the Library  
  by Ann Passenger  

The library owns a copy of Pal-
myra: a celebration of pride 250 th. 
Unfortunately it has several glar-
ing typographical errors. I was 
informed that a list of corrections will be 
printed since it is financially impossible to re-
print the book. Check out the book and enjoy it 
in spite of the errors.  

For those of you who look forward to a Beverly 
Lewis title, The Telling  has been added to the 
contemporary fiction section of the collection.  

Additions to the library will continue through-
out the summer. Watch for the DVD Bonhoeffer: 
Agent of Grace  and the book 3000 Years of 
Christianity.  

Annual Church Picnic  
 Hospitality Committee  

Palmõs Church Picnic will be held Sunday, June 
6th at Camp Pine Woods (north of Palmyra). The 
picnic will be held from Noon - ? The church 
will provide the hot dogs, BBQ and rolls and 
you are asked to bring a side dish, dessert or 
drink to share. Please use disposable pans. This 

is meant to be a day of fellowship 
and fun for our members. 

Bring your lawn chairs and 
outside games to enjoy. 
There is a sign - up sheet 

on the kiosk in the nar-
thex. Sign up now and 
mark your calendars!  

Pictorial Directory  
 Hospitality Committee  

The first phase of pictures was 
taken beginning March 21 st and 
ended on April 18 th. We have 
taken pictures for over 100 fami-
lies thus far, and hope to ex-
ceed the goal of our last picto-
rial directory, which included 
188 families. The second phase of pictures will 
be taken June 13th and June 20th. All families 
who have not yet had their pictures taken are 
encouraged to stay after the 9:30 am worship 
service on either of these dates and have their 
picture taken.  

by Craig Meyer  
 
Join us each Sunday this summer as we dis-
cuss plants from the gardens in Biblical times. 
From the Garden classes begin on June 6 at 
8:30 am in the Social Hall. Each week this int-
ergenerational gathering will discuss the set-
ting, usage and significance of various fruits, 
spices, grains, flowers, and trees found in the 
Bible. We will not only consider the lilies of 
the field, weõll be tasting  some of our topics! 
So join us each Sunday morning this summer. 
All ages welcome!  
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CARING CUPBOARD REPORT 
MAY 2010 

April was a normal Caring Cupboard month. Our clients have re -registered and our total numbers registered 
is down but our weekly totals are staying right around 130 families visiting us. We did some statistical analy-
sis to determine how many different families are using the Cupboard and found that, in April, 157 different 
families took advantage of what we have to offer. We are still registering two -three new families each week.  

I thought I would repeat a detail that I gave you last month. The majority of our families is elderly or is on 
some form of disability. They struggle with their fixed income status in a market place with slowly rising 
prices, especially with regard to food.  

Product is holding up well. We are anticipating the Postal Food Drive on Saturday May 8. We actually spent 
less than we received in donations in April. The sub sale, soup sale, apple dumpling sale, and garage sale 
went well but we lost money on the Laser Tag fundraiser. Our fund raiser coordinators are getting discour-
aged by the lack of participation hopefully this will change as publicity becomes more apparent. Be on the 
watch for fund raising activity. You should be seeing publicity for the Golf Tournament that Burt Hunt is over-
seeing. 

The Green Room remodeling is proceeding. We received a much -needed donation toward that project and 
anticipate more monetary help. We are waiting for the roof to be put on before we move the compressor and 
finish the project.  

We lost another grant request. The director simply has to do a better job of finding a grant writer and forming 
the Capital Funds Committee. With the closing of the Palmyra Country Store we lost our source of eggs and 
cheese but fortunately the director found a new source through Mike Pronio. So Mike has solved our bread, 
egg, and cheese crisis.  

Activity in the Community Needs Fund continues but at a slower pace.  

What is next? We are now registering families with school age children for the Sum-
mer Lunch Program. We are collecting and separating product for this program. We 
particularly need items such as peanut butter, jelly, mac and cheese, canned pasta, 
hot dogs, individual snack items, individual fruit packs, fresh fruit, and fresh vegeta-
bles, etc. 

The question of the month was how are you doing? The answer was an optimistic we 
are holding our own and even progressing.  

Terry Baker 

Director  

 

 

 

by Louise Costello  

Noon Meal:  The Noon Meal scheduled for April 27 th served 139 sit down meals plus 12 takeouts for Meals 
on Wheels for a total of 151 meals!! Wow!! Huge thanks for the hard working crew of Dave Thomas, Faye 
Gingrich, Dolly Donnald, Sue Nale, Maryann Hass, Mae Rader, and Sue Kotzatoski. Next Noon Meal is 
scheduled for Thursday, June 24 th at Holy Trinity in Lebanon (Lehman Street). As alwaysévolunteers are 
welcome!!  

Caring Cupboard:   Paper goods collected on April 25 th were delivered to the Caring Cupboard. The next 
collection will be on Sunday, May 23 rd. This month we are asking for canned pastas, grape jelly, and pea-
nut butter. Thanks to everyone who contributes to this worthy cause in our community.  

Capital Campaign:   Social Ministry is providing a wine and cheese basket for the Campaign Celebration 
Dinner. 

Lutheran World Relief:   In-gathering is scheduled for October 2 nd and 3rd. We will again be collecting items 
for Health and School kits. Look for more information regarding the item list and collection schedule in fu-
ture issues of The Parable. 
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BUILDING INTO CHRISTõS FUTURE!  
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  

The Building into Christõs Future capital campaign cele-

bration dinner was a rousing success. The air was filled 

with energy and excitement. Thanks to all of you who 

made it such a successful evening.  

What a wonderful response to the Building into Christõs 
Future  capital campaign. The faith commitment total, to 

date, as reported at the Celebration Dinner on Sunday, 

May 16th, is $861,000.  This is truly a remarkable achievement. 

Thanks to each of you who have so generously and sacrificially responded to this effort.  

Your response has provided our Palm Lutheran Church family with a wonderful and unique 

opportunity. Our situation is this:  

If a $1,000,000 threshold were achieved, it is within the realm of possibility that 

we could complete the entire building project at one time rather than building 

it in two phases.  

To that end, Palm congregation has been offered a challenge. A generous family has agreed 

to match any additional gift or commitment to the campaign, up to $70,000, to help us 

achieve that million -dollar threshold. WHAT A BLESSING!  

Please prayerfully consider your role in this challenge. Should you choose to increase your 

own faith commitment to this effort, all that would be needed is a simple written note indi-

cating the amount. This note should be submitted to the Records Committee Co -

Chairpersons, Michael Verderame and Missy Hand. If your note is placed in a sealed enve-

lope and addressed to the Records Committee, it can be received via mail or at the church 

office. 

In the coming weeks and months, the Facilities Planning Committee will be working with 

engineers, architects and contractors in developing a final design for our new education fa-

cility. We will have one chance to make this new facility what it needs to be to support the 

mission of this congregation. For that reason, the Facilities Planning Committee and the 

Congregation Council will be inviting you to participate. This is an extraordinary opportu-

nity for Palmõs people to work side by side to òBUILD INTO CHRISTõS FUTURE!ó 

Yours in Christ,  

John D. Merkel  Powell Adams  Harry Fox III  

Pastor Campaign Co-Chairperson  Campaign Co-Chairperson  
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Shannon Orehek graduated May 
8th from Mansfield University in 
Mansfield, PA. She received a 
Bachelor's Degree in Social Work 
and will continue on with accom-
plishing her Master's Degree. 

Andrew Miller will graduate from 
Palmyra Area High School on 
June 10th. He will be entering 
the freshman class at Westmin-
ster College, New Wilmington, PA 
in August of this year, tenta-

tively as an English ma-
jor. 

Cameron Weaver will graduate from 
Palmyra Area High School on June 
10th.. He will attend Pennsylvania 
College of Technology majoring in 
Accounting. 

Tommy Miller will be graduating 
from Palmyra Area High School 
and will be attending Penn State 
University - Harrisburg to major in 
Kinesiology. 

Ivan Kisekka will be graduating 
from Palmyra High School with 
plans to continue his education at 
a college to be determined at a 
later date. 

Stephanie Fox graduated with 
honors from the University of 
Pittsburgh on May 2nd. She will 
be doing research through the 
University of Pittsburgh begin-
ning June 1st. 

Lindsay Fox graduated as a 
Certified Nurse Practitioner 
from the University of Wilming-
ton on May 16th. She will con-
tinue to work at the Hospital of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

Graduation News 

 

by Craig Meyer  

Like to visit new places, or travel to old familiar destinations? Many varied and exciting excursions are in 
store this year each Tuesday this summer. So come join us!  

Trippinõ Tuesdays begins on Tuesday June 15 with a ride on Thomas the Tank Engine or another steam 
engine at the Strasburg Railroad. If you would like to ride on Thomas please contact Craig Meyer at 867 -
1979 before June 8 for reservations. Availability for this event will fill up quickly. On June 22 we travel to 
the U. S. Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle. Walk the trail that has thirteen individual set-
tings which include full scale reconstructions of such things as a French and Indian War way station and 
blockhouse, Redoubt Number 10 from the Revolutionary War siege of Yorktown, a section of the Antietam 
battlefield, a Civil War winter encampment with cabins, a WWI trench system, a WWII company area, a 
replicated Omaha beachhead scene from D -Day, and an interpretation of the Vietnam helicopter air as-
sault at Ia -Drang that includes a period Fire Support Base. Also, tour the exhibits in the education center. 
The Oakes Museum at Messiah College will be our destination on June 29. Go back in time thousands of 
years as you study musk Ox in the diorama. Or, stand next to the wetlands of the Susquehanna River and 
use your senses to smell, feel, and hear all the living things found in the wetlands. There are also displays 
of Africa, bears, a beaver lodge, deer, and an extensive collection of birds, eggs, and nests.  

Watch next monthõs Parable for more upcoming adventures but do keep in mind that on Au-
gust 10 we ride the rapids and riffles on the Lehigh River in a rubber raft. Donõt miss this 
event, it is always a fun and exciting trip if youõre 5 or 75! Reservations with payment in full 
are due by July 18. 

Members of Palm, their friends and family, are invited to join us each Tuesday during the summer for Trip-
pinõ Tuesdays. For most events we will meet at the Church at 10:00 am. Bring a bag lunch, or in some in-
stances there will be concessions to purchase food. Pick up a Trippinõ Tuesdays brochure in the church 
office or on the bulletin board for details. Be sure to check each Sundayõs bulletin for any changes. In case 
of rain we will head to the movies, bowling alley, or ice cream parlor. Join us each week for a great time!  


