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Feast of Freedom 

When thinking about the Easter sea-

son, sometimes it’s best to just pass 

along something good … 

Easter is a feast, and it is as a feast 
of freedom that it is celebrated. For 
with Easter begins the laughter of 
the redeemed, the dance of the lib-
erated and the creative play of fan-
tasy. From time immemorial Easter 
hymns have celebrated the victory 
of life by laughing at death, mocking 
at hell, and ridiculing the mighty 
ones who spread fear and terror 
around them. 

Easter is the feast of freedom. It 
makes life which it touches a festal 
life. ―The risen Christ makes life a 
perpetual feast,‖ said Athanasius. 
But can the whole of life really be a 
feast? Even life’s dark side—death, 
guilt, senseless suffering? I think it 

can. Once we realize that the giver of 
this feast is the outcast, suffering, cru-
cified Son of Man from Nazareth, then 
every ―no‖ is absorbed into this pro-
found ―yes,‖ and is swallowed up in 
its victory. 

Easter is at one and the same time 
God’s protest against death, and the 
feast of freedom from death. Anyone 
who fails to hold these two things to-
gether has failed to understand the 
resurrection of the Christ who was cru-
cified. Resistance is the protest of 
those who hope, and hope is the feast 
of people who resist. 

Jurgen Moltmann 

in The Power of the Powerless 

 

BEHOLD 
CHRIST IS RISEN! 
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Friendship Circle 
by Mae Rader 

There will not be a meeting in 
MAY but hope to see you June 
14th (probably in the narthex) at 
1:30 P.M.  

We will have BIBLE 
STUDY with 

our speaker, 
Mary Lejear. 
Hope to see 
you then. 

Palm Parable 
is published monthly by 
Palm Lutheran Church 

The deadline for article submission is the 15th 
of the previous month. Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content and space. 

Sewing Group 
by Mae Rader 

We will try to meet in the fel-
lowship room to 'knot blankets' 
and piece some blankets for 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. 
Mark the date on your calendar, 
May 10th, at 9 A.M. 

Any questions, please 
call MAE or SUE 
(533-5972 or 838-

1530) New faces 
are welcomed. 

Friends of Spang Crest is sponsoring a 
Spring Chicken Bar-B-Que by Kauffman’s 
on Friday, May 13, from 2:30-6:00 pm at 
Spang Crest Manor—945 Duke Street in 
Lebanon. The $6.00 cost includes 1/2 
chicken, baked potato and applesauce. 
Winnie and Ted Hermanson will 
be selling tickets in the narthex 
on Sunday mornings or you can 
call them at 838-4734. If you 
want to pick up your chicken in 
Palmyra, you can pick it up at 
30 Lynnwood Drive from 5:00-
6:00 pm that same Friday. 

 

 

 

by Louise Costello 

Noon Meal - The Noon Meal was held on March 
24th. 120 people were served. Thank you to the 
helpers:  Fred Tilberg, Dave Thomas, Bob Baker, 
Mary Adams, Dolly Don-
nald, Maryann Haas, 
and Sandy Walters. The 
next Noon Meal is 
scheduled for May 31st. 

Easter – Gift cards were 
sent to Palm’s 18 shut-
ins. 

Caring Cupboard – The 
Caring Cupboard is in 
need of paper products, 
laundry detergent, and 
dish detergent. The col-
lection for these items 
will start on May 1st. A 
list is included to the 
right for your shopping 
convenience. 

Caring 
Cupboard 

Items 

 
 Paper towels 

 Toilet paper 

 Facial tissues 

 Laundry 
detergent 

 Dishwasher 
detergent 

 Bath soap 

Spang Crest Chicken Bar-B-Que 
by Winnie Hermanson 
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The season of Easter is upon us. The world around us is filled with the resurrection and rebirth of all of 
God’s creation as gardens and roadsides explode with color and fragrance, spring lambs frolic in the 
countryside, and sparrows, robins, and all manner of feathered friends dart to and fro with twigs and 
grasses clutched in their beaks as they prepare their new homes – occasionally in the most inconven-
ient places, like under the eaves and in that new planter on the porch. All of life flows in cycles, and 
each creature follows the natural cycles of its life according to its instincts. Even our own bodies begin 
to feel rejuvenated, re-energized, and refreshed when the spring finally arrives in all its glory after a 
long winter. 

The Body of Christ that is the congregation of Palm Lutheran Church is experiencing the same rejuvena-
tion and rebirth as we continue to move into the next cycle of our congregation’s life. It is in faith that 
we move together building into Christ’s future. However, as Pastor Merkel reminded us recently, ―Faith 
is not supposed to be a bunch of rugged individualists toughening it out, each all by themselves.‖ We, 
like many of God’s creatures, accomplish much more when we work together. After all, ―being individ-
ual warriors for God is not nearly as satisfying as being shepherds together.‖ The planning, working, 
praying, and being in communion with each other and our Lord is the life-force that moves us forward 
into Christ’s future as a congregation. 

One need only look at the prolific abundance of life springing forth to realize that God is on the move. 
One need only look at the prolific abundance of packed boxes everywhere to realize that Palm is on the 
move. Your continued support through contributions of time, effort, and money is what is moving Palm 
into the next of its life-cycles. ―God is moving on, and so are we.‖ 

 

Help Ensure That Your Contributions Are Going Where You Want Them To Go! 

Since the Capital Campaign fund began receiv-
ing your contributions in late May, envelopes 
specifically made for the Building into Christ’s 
Future ―Capital Campaign‖ have been available 
for your use. It is important that your contribu-
tions for the Capital Campaign are put into 
these special envelopes. If your contribution is 
earmarked for the Capital Campaign, please use 
these special envelopes (pictured below). They 
are available in the Narthex. 

$1,004,126

$540,963
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BUILDING INTO CHRIST'S FUTURE

Amount Committed Amount Received

As of 

Faith Commitment Update: 
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May, May…the wonderful 
month of May! I love this 
time of year, don’t you? 
And – just maybe – our 
weather is finally going to 
settle down a bit…we’ll 
just have to see. 

April was a busy month for every-
one and the Health Ministry was right in there 
with that ―busyness.‖ We held our second CPR/
AED/1st aid class and certified another 6 people. 
And, of course, we helped recruit for the annual 
PACC blood drive as well as continued on with 
Tai Chi. 

April was also the month designated as National 
Autism Awareness Month and, in conjunction 
with that, I thought I’d share a bit with you 
about Asperger’s Syndrome – one of the mildest 
forms of autism. 

Back in 2008, the National Institute of Mental 
health reported a breakthrough in the search for 
the cause of a group of developmental disorders 
that affect a child’s ability to socialize and com-
municate with others. In this syndrome – more 
commonly known as autism - the gene variant 
CNTNAP2, appears to be vital in the production 
of protein that enables cells within the brain to 
communicate with one another – ultimately 
affecting the healthy development of the brain 
itself. Asperger’s Syndrome (AS) is one of the 
mildest forms of these types of disorders. 
Neither a mental illness nor a sign of poor 
parenting, Asperger’s causes a child to have dif-
ficulty comprehending and responding to the 
feelings and behaviors of other adults and chil-
dren around him/her. 

Normal, yet different, children with AS are often 
quite gifted. They have the ability to focus in 
ways that many of us are incapable of – they feel 
feelings more strongly, experience textures, taste 
and temperature in ways most of us are unable. 
Their intense focus on one or two narrowly 
defined subjects may even lead them toward 
becoming experts in a variety of fields – some-
times at a very young age. 

Along with difficulty relating to others, additional 
common signs of Asperger’s may include an 

Asperger’s Syndrome 
                      by Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse 

inability to maintain eye contact, a tendency to 
carry on long one-sided conversations, speaking 
in a monotone, or displaying stiff or awkward 
movements, but the disorder is different for each 
child. Though there is not cure for autistic spec-
trum disorders, it is possible to help these 
children navigate relationships with others more 
successfully. Caring adults need to provide an 
environment in which it is safe for the child to 
function. This requires flexibility, in dealing with 
behaviors, learning to really listen to what the 
child needs/wants, an ability to recognize situa-
tions in which an emotional melt-down may 
occur, diverting negative behavior patterns, and 
serving as an ―interpreter‖ in social situations. 
Praise the child for his strengths and get in-
volved in his interests, acknowledge his expres-
sions of frustration and respect his fears. Control 
your frustration and anger – these children have 
a tough enough time dealing with their own feel-
ings, much less having to deal with an adult’s 
emotions. Because there are few visible signs of 
the disorder, it is up to the adult to alert 
teachers, coaches, and other adults to the child’s 
special needs and to advocate for them when 
necessary. 

Children today are now routinely screened for 
these disorders during well-baby check-ups at 
around 18 and 24 months of age. Early diagnosis 
and treatment are key to success. Early subtle 
signs among toddlers include: language delays; 
not turning when called by name; not turning 
when the parent points to something saying, 
―look at…‖; lack of back-and-
forth babbling; failure to smile 
and failure to make eye con-
tact. Those cases considered 
―positive‖ would automati-
cally trigger referrals to an 
audiologist to rule out hear-
ing problems and to autism 
diagnostic specialists. Treat-
ing this syndrome requires a 
team approach to ensure that 
each child has the best possi-
ble opportunity to develop 
into a happy successful 
adult. 
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Status of Regularly-Scheduled Events during Construction Period 
Event Status Location 

Adult Choirs Continuing Choir Loft 
Archives On hiatus  
Casserole Bank Continuing As needed at the Gontz home 
Children's/Youth Choirs Continuing Choir Loft 
Annual Church Picnic Replaced with... Groundbreaking Celebration  
Council Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Counters Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Fellowship on the Lawn Will occur Narthex or front of the church 
Finance Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Friendship Circle Continuing Nave or narthex, except when otherwise stated 
Health Ministry Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Library Closed  
LVC Alumni Chorale Concert Will occur Nave 
Moravian Lovefeast Will occur Nave 
Mother-Children Banquet Cancelled  
Personnel and Salary Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Quilters Continuing At quilters' homes 
Sewing Group Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Shawl Ministry Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Social Ministry Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Sunday Church School Continuing Interfaith Manor 
VBS Pending To be arranged 
Worship & Music Continuing 101 W Cherry St 
Youth Bells Continuing Choir Loft 

Youth Dinners On hiatus for the To be determined 

Youth Groups On hiatus for the To be determined 

If you were wondering what will happen to Palmôs events during the upcoming 
construction period, wonder no more. Below is a chart indicating the status of 

the various regularly-scheduled events with information regarding whether they 
will be held and, if so, their location. The temporary offices will be located a 

block west of Palm at 101 W. Cherry St. This office space also includes a room 
that will be used for meetings. To access the temporary office complex, enter 

the front doors facing Cherry Street and turn to the right.  

WHERE DO WE GO? 
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Palm, 
Thank you for allowing Hearthstone 

Manor use your projector. The photogra-
phy demonstration would have not been 
as wonderful as it was without the use of 
the projector. Thank you again. Enclosed 
is a donation from Ralph Ashburn of 
Hearthstone Manor of Lebanon for your 
kindness. 
Thankfully, 
Rachel Meyer 

+++++ 

Dear Palm Youth Group, 
Thank you very much for the Valentine Box 

you sent me. I really appreciated the food and 
the school supplies. It was very thoughtful and 
nice to be remembered.  
God bless you, 
Andrew Miller 
PS: I like popcorn! 

+++++ 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers. The sharing 
of soup and bread was great and the fellow-
ship wonderful.   Thank You! 

+++++ 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
Jared boxes for the children at Hershey Medi-
cal Center. We assembled 50 boxes for pre-
schoolers, elementary school children and 
teens with your contributions and helping 
hands. Thrivent Financial also contributed 
funds to this project. 
 

 

 

 

 

by Jeanette Yewdall 

Baseball Fans - Friday, May 6, at 
7:00 pm is Outdoor Ministry Night with 
the Harrisburg Senators. A portion of 
each advance sale ticket will benefit 
The Lutheran Camping Corporation's 
Campership Fund. Tickets are avail-
able through Palm. See Jeanette 
Yewdall. 

Kirchenwald is offering a Men's Retreat on May 6 
and May 7. A great opportunity for fathers and 
sons, grandfathers and grandsons to spend time 
together in the woods of Kirchenwald with the 
guys. More information is on the bulletin board in 
the Sunday School narthex. 

Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 am until noon is the 
Garden and Tea Party at The Wittel Farm. Tea 
will be served at 11:00 am. A great opportunity to 
see and enjoy this part of The Lutheran Camping 
Corporation's assets. You are asked to bring a flat 

of annuals for planting and exchanging, 
and a bag lunch if you intend to remain 

at the farm for the afternoon. Casual, 
comfortable clothing is appropriate. 
RSVP to the camping office at 677-
8211. Information is on the bulletin 
board in the Sunday School narthex. 

You're invited to the Lutheran Camping Corpora-
tion's Summer Camp Kick-Off Worship and Picnic 
on Sunday, May 15, at Kirchenwald. Worship be-
gins at 3:30 pm. Join friends, volunteers, and staff 
of Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm 
to celebrate the opening of the 2011 Summer 
Camping Season with worship, fellowship, and 
fabulous food. RSVP by May 6 to 677-8211. 

Kirchenwald is hosting a congregational volley-
ball tournament on Saturday, May 21. Can Palm 
field a team? See Jeanette Yewdall, she will be 
asking you to join. Just lots of fun, 
with lunch and a campfire wor-
ship. More info is on the bulletin 
board in the Sunday School 
narthex. 
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May Birthdays 

 
May 1 
Bronwen Dietrich 
Judy Oliver 
Susan Williams  
 
May 2 
Linda Black 
Norb Lauber 
Albert Walmer  
 
May 3 
Tiffany Cline 
Amber Rexrode  
 
May 4 
Molly Bowman 
 
May 5 
Jane Bomberger  
 
May 6 
Suzy Fox  
 
May 8 
Joanne Green 
Jere Proctor 
Amanda Quinn 
 
May 9 
Tommie Lauber 
Mae Rader 
Sara Robinson  
 
May 10 
Lorraine Moore 
Robert Nicely  
 
May 11 
Shannon Orehek  
 
May 12 
Duane Rexrode  
 
May 13 
Valerie Rexrode 
 
May 14 
Stanley Kohl  

 
May 15 
Maretta Stott  
 
May 16 
Todd Dowhower 
Larry Geib  
 
May 17 
Shem Kisekka-Lwanga 
 
May 19 
Nancy Eckert 
Fran LaPine  
 
May 20 
Debbie Garrison 
Thomas Verderame  
 
May 23 
Richard Kern  
 
May 24 
Bernie LaPine  
 
May 25 
Patty Van Scyoc  
 
May 27 
Madelyn Fureman 
 
May 29 
Jean Wallizer  
 
May 30 
Fletcher Hermanson  
 
May 31 
Alvis Elrod, III 
Sydney Rhoades  

May 
Anniversaries 

 
May 4 
Ditty & Gene Woolley 37 yrs 
 
May 6 
Tonya & David Hall   5 yrs 
 
May 13 
Tom & Connie Zelenak 23 yrs 
 
May 17 
Shem & Norah Kisekka-Lwanga 29 yrs 
 
May 20 
Thomas & Suzanne Miller 22 yrs 
 
May 21 
Stephen & Debbie Ricker 34 yrs 
 
May 23 
James & Darlene Hinkle 41 yrs 
 
May 25 
Jerry & Kim Allen 15 yrs 
 
May 28 
Ted & Winnie Hermanson 51 yrs 
 
May 31 
Kevin & Susan Loy 30 yrs 

Congratulations to everyone celebrating a birthday or 
anniversary during the month of May. If your name is 
missing, kindly contact the church office and we will 

update our records.  Thank you! 

We’d love to publish 
your graduation news. 
Please supply the office 
with your information. 
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 Offering  Attendance  

 8:00 AM SCS 10:30 AM 7:00PM 

Mar 17 $   275.00    50 

Mar 20 $5,623.08 77 53 174 

Mar 24 $   233.00    62 

Mar 27 $5,192.56 74 58 177 

Mar 31 $   335.00    64 

Apr   3 $8,960.58 90 54 140 

Apr   7 $   618.00    62 

Apr 10 $5,697.25 75 50 135 

Apr 14 $   223.00    49 

Offering and Attendance Review 

Current Fund 

Offerings $25,690.53 

Expenses $30,562.96 

Difference - $4,872.43 

 

Capital Campaign Fund 

Beginning Balance $666,965.87* 

Deposits/Interest  $  22,553.69 

Withdrawals $           0.00 

Balance             $689,519.56 

Capital Fund  

Beginning Balance $117,913.02 

Deposits/Interest  $    1,932.12 

Withdrawals $    6,091.18 

Balance             $113,753.96 

 

March Designated Offering: 
Children’s/Youth Choirs 
 Massanetta support $632.00 

Money Matters …..from Palm’s Treasurer 

For the month of March, 2011 

May 
Ministry Meetings: 

Christian Education 
May 9 - 7:00 PM 

Church Council 
May 16 - 7:00 PM 

Executive Committee 
May 12 - 7:00 PM 

Finance Committee 
May 9 - 7:00 PM 

Personnel and Salary 
May 5- 7:00 PM 

Property Committee 
May 3 - 7:00 PM 

Shawl Ministry 
May 15 - 6:30 PM 

Social Ministry 
May 3 - 7:00 PM 

Alcoholics Anonymous 279-4989 
Al-Anon  270-4974 
American Red Cross 273-2671 
Caring Cupboard 838-9493 
Child Abuse Hotline 800-932-0313 
Domestic Violence Hotline 273-7190 
Poison Control Center 800-222-1222 
Luthercare 626-1171 
Narcotics Anonymous 277-7500 
Suicide Prevention 800-273-8255 
Crisis Intervention 274-3363 
   (Suicide acute emotional drug and alcohol problems) 

Rape Crisis of  Lebanon 272-5308 

Special Designated Offering for May will be: 
Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania 

The Lebanon Valley Brethren 
Home Communion Service 
will be held on Monday, May 
23rd. All services begin at 
10:00 am in the Home’s 
Chapel. Volunteers are always 
needed to transport our mem-
bers who attend the service. 

Pastoral Acts: 
 

 

 
 

 

Charles A. Grumbine 
April 8, 2011 

*Includes $150K transferred from Capital Fund 
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Laurie Miller, President 
691 S. Harrison Street 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-6273 
tsmiller4@comcast.net 

Mae Rader, Secretary 
1630 Bachmansville Road 
Hershey, PA 17033 
717-533-5972 
mrader1630@comcast.net 

Sue Nale 
281 Pheasant Road 
Grantville, PA 17028 
717-469-0852 
sanale@verizon.net 

Janine Then 
427 Fencepost Lane 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-2530 
jnthen99@gmail.com 

Steve Oliver 
23 Mockingbird Lane 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-4847 
sno2632@yahoo.com 

Mary Lehman, Treasurer 
13 Silver Lane 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
717-964-3132 
kenneth_lehman@comcast.net 

Missi Hand, 
 Financial Secretary** 
811 Miller Street 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-0464 

Fred Tilberg, Vice President 
1319 Mill Pond Way 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-1239 
tilbe7@aol.com 

Sue Kotzatoski 
809 E. Oak Street 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-1530 
suski57@verizon.net 

Eric Smith 
221 Campbelltown Road 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-4953 
jellycool@verizon.net 

Lisa Mushinski 
445 County Line Road 
Grantville, PA 17028 
717-469-7515 
ljljmush@aol.com 

KD LaPine 
43 Harvest Mill Lane 
Palmyra, PA 17078 
717-838-2703 
kdlapine@msn.com 

Carla Huffman 
309 Candlewyck Lane 
Hershey, PA 17033 
717-533-1584 
wlhuffman@msn.com 

Harry Fox, Asst. Treasurer** 
9 Star View Drive 
Annville, PA 17003 
717-838-6217 

Director of Volunteer Ministries 
Contact: Sue Nale, 469-0852 
sanale@verizon.net 

Archives Committee 
Contact: Ann Passenger, 534-2077 

Capital Campaign Steering Committee 
Contact: Harry Fox, 838-6217 
hafoxiii@comcast.net  

Casserole Bank Committee 
Contact: Patricia Gontz, 838-1484 
patgcooksew@verizon.net 

Caregivers Support Group 
Contact: Jeannette Thomas, 
361-4045 or 269-5863 
dandjthomas1@comcast.net 

Christian Education 
Contact: Janine Then, 838-2530 
jnthen99@gmail.com 

Facilities Planning Committee 
Contact: Robyn Eckert, 838-0770 
checkert22@verizon.net 

Finance Committee 
Contact: Harry Fox, 838-6217 
hafoxiii@comcast.net 

Friendship Circle 
Contact: Nancy Eckert, 838-1474 
Or Mary Kreider, 838-2465 

Health Committee 
Contact: Teresa Keller, 838-6182 
parishnurse0407@gmail.com 

Hospitality Committee 
Contact: Lori Orehek, 838-6561 
laorehek@comcast.net 

Lebanon County Lutheran Men 
Contact: Bob Baker, 838-1544 
rlbfab@msn.com 

Personnel and Salary Committee 
Contact: Fred Tilberg, 838-1239 
tilbe7@aol.com 

Property Committee 
Contact: Rick Wherley, 867-2796 
jrgrwherley@evenlink.com 

Quilters Group 
Contact: Joan Weaver, 838-3557 

Committee Chair 
Directory  

Sewing Group 
Contact: Mae Rader, 533-5972 
mrader1630@comcast.net 

Shawl Ministry 
Contact: Patty Van Scyoc, 832-1337  
pvan.scyoc@verizon.net  

Social Ministry Committee 
Contact: Sue Nale, 469-0852 
sanale@verizon.net 

Stephen Ministry Committee 
Contact: Ann Miller, 838-6122 
akmiller33@verizon.net 

Stewardship Committee 
Contact: Carla Huffman, 533-1584 
wlhuffman@msn.com 

Worship & Music Committee 
Contact: Sue Nale, 469-0852 
sanale@verizon.net 

**Appointed, non-voting position of Council 


